
Fundraising CampFundraising CampFundraising CampFundraising CampFundraising Camp aignaignaignaignaign
UpdUpdUpdUpdUpd aaaaatetetetete

New plans for the Otsego District Library
Northeast corner of Dix and Platt Streets, Otsego

Stop by the library
to see all views of
the building plan!
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• Barrier-free access, providing full accessibility to all
 patrons

• Additional, enhanced collections of books, magazines,
 newspapers,  CDs and DVDs

• A designated children’s storytime area, separated from
the main library area

• Expanded, flexible programming/meeting space that can
also be used by community groups for meetings and
gatherings

• A local history room

• Comfortable, more diverse seating offering a variety of
options (e.g. children’s seating, casual reading, study and
 research, etc.

• Quiet study rooms

• Additional computer workstations and dedicated
space for technology

• Additional shelving and display space for efficient
and easy access to the entire library collection

• Convenient drive-up book return

• Ample, convenient parking

• Increased work space for staff

The capital campaign cabinet met at
its final meeting on Thursday,
January 6 to recap the campaign and
its success to this point.  Volunteers
so far have raised $236,000 or 78%
of  the $300,000 goal!  What a
tremendous accomplishment by all.

To date, over 50 local community
members have volunteered in some
way to serve on the campaign.  Many
have handed out brochures, planned
fundraising events, and spread the
positive message about the proposed
new library.  Our hats off  to
everyone who has helped to make the
fundraising campaign turn out so
well.

On February 22, 2005 voters will
decide on a bond issue in an amount
not to exceed $3,420,000 for the
purpose of constructing a new
library.  The average rate for the 20-
year millage would be .56 mill, with
the first year at .66 mill.  The owners
of  a house with a fair market value
of  $100,000 would pay $33 extra for
the new library on their 2005 taxes.
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Besides donating directly to the “Beginning a New Chapter” Capital Campaign, another way to help raise
funds for the new library is to buy a brick.  The main entrance sidewalk will be formed with beautiful
bricks full of names, businesses, and organizations which will greet patrons for years to come.  You may
purchase bricks in three different sizes and the standard brick (4x8 inches) costs $50.  It offers three lines
of  print.  “Buy a Brick” forms are available at the library counter.

Library patron, Bart Seelye, bought a stocking stuffer brick for his two elementary-age children.  As Bart
wrote in a Union Enterprise letter to the editor, “It will be a concrete way to show our commitment to
education and the library and to community service.  The brick also symbolizes our family’s growing
sense of community and feelings of belonging in Otsego.”

The Dix Street Elementary School staff  bought a memorial brick to honor Margaret Dobbin, mother of
fellow staff  member, Kathy Fuss.  The Fuss family also designated the Capital Campaign as a memorial.

John and Sue Lovett honored Sue’s parents, Fred and Irene Galloway, with a brick memorial.  The library
was dear to Irene’s heart as she served on the Library Board for over 30 years.

There are many other reasons to purchase a brick.  Parents have honored children, grandparents have
honored grandchildren, and couples have honored parents and grandparents.  Other couples have marked
their anniversaries with a brick paver.  Some people have inscribed their brick with a business name or a
favorite charity.  Bricks are also lasting memorials for friends and family members.  The Otsego Historical
Museum ran a successful brick fund-raiser and if you haven’t seen it, be sure to walk the pavers to the
main entrance.  It’s a wonderful, permanent part of  the museum and the community.  You have the same
opportunity to become a part of  our new library and to help with the Capital Campaign by putting your
permanent and personal memorial or honorarium on the entrance walkway!
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Al Hascall

Students in grades K-12 throughout the Otsego area are contributing to the developing concept of the
possible treasures a new library may offer to its users.

Libraries have traditionally been a resource and gathering center for the community members.  Although
this essential function of a library has not changed, there continues to be rapid growth in technology,
media and facility structure that should be reflected in library redevelopment.  Therefore, the interests
and expectations of the users are important in the planning process of the future Otsego District Public
Library.

The students are using a variety of creative approaches to present their visions — painting or drawing
pictures, composing songs or poems, making models or collages — any format they choose to convey
their ideas.  These student inspirations will be displayed in the library during the month of February.

Drop in and see the exhibit, and share your own visions with the staff  so that the new library embodies
the personality of all the community members.

Thanks to your help and support the library to date has
raised $236,000 toward the cost of its new building.

THANK YOU!
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Adult Winter Reading Program continues through April 16
Sign up to read and win prizes!

Harry Truman: Live at the Library -- Monday, Feb. 21, 7p.m.
Watch history come alive in this great program about a fascinating man.

AARP Free Tax Assistance: Every Thursday until April 14
(For seniors) Call the library to make an appointment.

Friends of the Library Visiting Author Series (7p.m.)
March 9: Pam Flowers; author of Alone Across the Arctic
March 28: Steve Doughty; Otsego author of To Walk in Integrity...


