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“ Hi, I ’m Ernie Pyle”  
Tuesday, March 6, 7pm 
Grand Rapids actor Gary Morrison dramatizes the Pulitzer Prize winning journalist’s World War II dispatches.  
Pyle’s articles were America’s window to the war.  Based on columns published from 1940-1945 in over 380 
newspapers, the presentation will be a sometimes hard-hitting, humorous, and poignant look at how American 
servicemen fought, lived, died, and survived the war to bring freedom to the world. 
The play captures the period in Ernie’s life when his articles were the most widely anticipated of any war 
correspondent.   Ernie Pyle was the first journalist to write a daily aviation column, and for five years he 
traveled the United States writing a column about anything that interested him. What the American public soon 
found was that what interested Ernie Pyle also interested them. 

Ernie Pyle died April 18, 1945, killed by a Japanese sniper, on Ie Shima, an island just off the coast of Okinawa. 
At the site of where he was killed his "boys" in the 77th Infantry erected a sign that read: "At this spot the 77th 
Infantry Division lost a buddy. Ernie Pyle. 18 April 1945. 

The Otsego Public Library is located at 219 South Farmer Street in downtown Otsego. 


